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SECRET SANA 466 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, YE, ET, SO 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT GAHSHMI ON THE HORN OF AFRICA 

1 . ON JANUARY 30, PRESIDENT GHASHMI EXPRESSED TO ME 
GROWING CONCERN ABOUT THE HORN OF AFRICA, PARTICULARLY 
INCREASING SOVIET INFLUENCE IN THAT AREA. HE ASKED 
SEVERAL TIMES WHY USG IS NOT WILLING TO SUPPORT SOMALIA 
AT TIME WHEN SOVIET UNION IS GOING ALL OUT IN AIDING 

THE "ETHIOPIAN MARXIST” REGIME. 

2. REPLYING TO MY QUESTION, GHASHMI SAID THAT YEMEN 
IS SUPPORTING BOTH SOMALIA AND ERITREAN "LIBERATION" 

FORCES BUT THAT SUPPORT IS MORE SYMBOLIC THAN MATERIAL. 

HE SAID HE HOPED USG WILL RECONSIDER ITS POLICY ABOUT 
SOMALIA BECAUSE FAILURE TO DO SO WILL RESULT NOT ONLY 
IN A SOVIET TAKEOVER OF ETHIOPIA BUT ALSO IN TAKE- 
OVER OF SOMALIA AND DJIBOUTI. SUCH TAKEOVER WOULD 
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HAVE DIRE CONSEQUENCES FOR ALL MODERATE COUNTRIES IN 
THE REGION, LIKE EGYPT, SUDAN AND YEMEN, BUT ESPECIALLY 
SAUDI ARABIA WITH ITS OIL. 

3. 1 EXPLAINED AT SOME LENGTH TO PRESIDENT GHASHMI 
RATIONALE FOR OUR POLICY TOWARDS SOMALIA, EMPHASIZING 
USG WANTS TO SEE PROBLEM IN HORN SETTLED PEACEFULLY 
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WITHOUT INFLUENCE FROM OUTSIDE AND IN AN AFRICAN 
CONTEXT. MOREOVER, U.S. DOES NOT SUPPORT THE 
FORCIBLE CHANGING OF BOUNDARIES. GHASHMI REPLIED 
THAT HE RESPECTS US MOTIVES AND IDEALS BUT NOTED 
THAT SOVIETS ARE NOT APPARENTLY INFLUENCED BY SIMILAR 
MOTIVES AND IDEALS AND THUS THE DANGER NOT ONLY TO 
AMERICA'S FRIENDS IN AREA BUT TO AMERICA ITSELF. 

4. COMMENT: YEMENIS HAVE LONG BEEN EXPRESSING CON- 
CERN ABOUT SITUATION IN HORN AND GHASHMI'S 
COMMENTS ACCURATELY CONVEY BELIEFS OF MOST EDUCATED 
AND AWARE YEMENIS. THUS, WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT YEMEN'S 
HELP FOR SOMALIA, THOUGH NOT SUBSTANTIAL, MAY WELL BE 
MORE MATERIAL THAN SYMBOLIC, PARTICULARLY IF RECENT 
REPORTS ARE TRUE THAT YEMEN IS ALLOWING ITSELF TO ACT 
AS A TRANSSHIPMENT POINT TO BOTH SOMALIA AND ERITREA. 
SCOTES 
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